hypotonia or any reduced tendon reflexes? Were laboratory investigations carried out after the falls? Was acute metabolic acidosis due to lactic acidosis induced by exercise present? Metabolic acidosis may be an explanation, given the abnormal lactate stress test. Even CSF-lactate can increase upon exercise (3) .
Concerning the transmission of the mutation it would be interesting to know if the patient's mother or other firstdegree relatives were neurologically investigated, if they presented with any features indicative of a mitochondrial disorder, and if any of them carried the tRNA(Lys) variant. Carriers of the variant may be asymptomatic (4) and need to be prospectively investigated for MERRF or MERRF plus.
In summary, this interesting case does not meet the clinical criteria for a MERRF diagnosis. Attributing recurrent exercise-induced falls to weakness and wasting of the quadriceps femoris muscle is justified only after the exclusion of other possible causes.
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